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 When you own the perfect house 

in the right place, you’ll never 

let it go. Owners Scott and Trac-

ey McCulloch had rented out the 1920s 

“builder’s bungalow” they loved for more 

than a decade before they returned to 

Portland, Oregon, to retire to their for-

ever house.

Over the years, the compact, 1,400-

sq. ft. house had been stripped of most 

of its charm; one of few remaining ele-

ments was a stepped archway between 

the living and dining rooms. When the 

couple called in designer Wade Freitag 

of Craftsman Design and Renovation, 

they knew they wanted a new kitchen 

that opened to the dining room, a master 

suite on the main floor, and a downstairs 

sitting room—if he could find the space.

“I saw it as an opportunity to do 

something on a small scale that never-

theless works for how we live now,” says 

Frietag, “and without changing the char-

acter of the old house.” 

Needless to say, the desired config-

uration wasn’t there yet. Though roomy, 

the kitchen was cut off from the dining 

room and compromised by multiple en-

trances and exits. A stairway to the out-

doors had been crammed into a corner. 

Removing the staircase provided a 

space just deep enough to create an al-

cove for a new refrigerator. Opening up 

a passageway where the old fridge had 

been connected the kitchen to the new 

sitting room. Even though the passage is 

slightly wider than standard door width, 

the bank of cabinets along that wall 

gained precious inches of space. The 

opposite wall space is finished with new, 

period-appropriate cabinets and stylish 

and functional appliances. The new sink 

retains its proper place beneath a win-

dow. Perhaps the best part of the kitchen 

is the new arched passageway leading 

into the dining room. Modeled on the ex-

isting arch between the dining and living 

rooms, it looks absolutely original.
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FRAMED BY A STEPPED 
ARCH, THIS GEM OF A 
KITCHEN STARS IN THE 
SENSITIVE RENOVATION 
OF A 1920S BUNGALOW.
BY MARY ELLEN P OLSON
PHOTOS BY PETER ECKERT
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above A faithful re-creation of 
the stepped arch between the 

dining and living rooms was an 
inspired choice for opening up 

the kitchen. right The handsome 
1920s bungalow in Portland, 
Oregon, was restored, and 

an interior renovation solved 
problems with circulation and  
the old kitchen.  left Subtle 
changes within the original 
footprint of the house led to 

roomier living—and a chance  
to add lost period details.
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In fact, other period details else-

where in the house look original, too—

although almost none were present 

when the renovation crew arrived. For 

instance, there had been no formal en-

try. The present front door, which was 

not changed, had opened directly into 

the living room, in front of a door to the 

staircase to the second floor. Moving the 

living room wall in a few feet allowed the 

design team to remove the extra door 

and open up the stair, making space for a 

small foyer with a colonnade. More space 

was found for an entry closet, and anoth-

er closet in what is now the master suite. 

Wade Freitag and his team discov-

ered the pattern for the charming door 

and window casings through careful ex-

amination of nooks and crannies before 

renovation began. “All of the mouldings 

in the house had been either whacked or 

hacked. We found the [model for repli-

cating] door trim inside a back closet.” 

As is common in bungalows of the 

era, the rustic mortise-and-tenon pattern 

was also repeated in the new colonnade, 

tying it to the rest of the trim. Cues for 

replacing the long-gone mantel came 

from the only original built-in, a hutch 

in the dining room. Built-in bookcases 

flanking the fireplace are new, too.

Surprisingly, the McCullochs got 

everything on their wish list without ex-

panding the house’s original footprint. 

(There’s even a tiny bathroom now be-

tween the two upstairs bedrooms.) Now 

enjoying their own house, Scott and 

Tracey say they reveled in the renovation 

process. “We feel so much more connect-

ed to this house now,” says Scott.  a 

above Custom and period touches include locally made, raised-panel cabinetry flush-mounted to  
the ceiling and a subway-tile backsplash with accent strip coordinated to the wall color. The counters are Cambrian 

granite with a texturized surface, a finish process similar to honing, done by wire brushing. left Relocating  
the refrigerator made space for a broad entry passage to the new sitting room.


